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Source: TEA Technical Digest 2020-2021, Chapter 1

TABS-TEAMS-TAAS-TAKS

1980 1986
Gr. 3, 5, & 9 Gr. 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, & 11 Exit Level

Math, Reading, Writing Math, Reading, Writing
66th Legislature

Gov. Clements (R)
68th Legislature
Gov. White (D)

--- No Accountability Ratings ---
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Grades & 
Subjects

Accountability
Ratings

Interesting 
to Note

1990: Fall, Gr. 3, 5, 7, 9 & 11 
Math, Reading, Writing

1993: Spring, Gr. 8 SS & Sci 
Gr. 4, 8, 10 Writing 
Gr. 10 Exit Level M, R,W

1996: Spanish versions Gr. 3-6
1998: 4 EOCs
2000: RPTE Gr. 3-12
2001: SDAA Gr. 3-8

4 Ratings:
• Exemplary (90%)
• Recognized (80%)
• Acceptable 

Unacceptable

Student Groups:     
All, AA, H, W, Other 
EcD, SPED, EL

1995: 74th Legislature 
PEG

Federal Accountability
2001: NCLB
• Met or Missed AYP
• 100% proficiency by 

2013-2014

1990 - 2002

Source: TEA Technical Digest 2020-2021, Chapter 1



Reading/ELA

Reading/ELA

Math

Math

Source: TEA Texas Accountability Rating Systems, various years
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Grades & 
Subjects

Accountability
Ratings

Interesting 
to Note

2003: Gr. 3-8, HS
Math, Reading, Writing, Science, 
Soc. Studies

Standards: 2-year phase-in to 
Panel Recommended 

2004: TELPAS
2005: SDAA II Gr. 3-10
2008: TAKS-Alt, Acc, Mod

4 Ratings:
• Exemplary (90%)
• Recognized (80%)
• Acceptable 

Unacceptable

2007: 80th Legislature
Select Committee on Public 
School Accountability

2011: 82nd Legislature
Cut $5 billion from TXED
SB 1031  15 EOCs & 
15% of final course grade
Federal Accountability 
2011: No Child Left 
Behind Waivers

Source: TEA Technical Digest 2020-2021, Chapter 1

2003 - 2013





Source: TEA Texas Accountability Rating Systems, various years



#MeasureWhatMattersTX

9



10

Grades & 
Subjects

Accountability
Ratings

Interesting 
to Note

2012: Gr. 3-8 - STAAR tests were 
administered for the same 
subjects and grades as TAKS. 
High Schools - 15 STAAR EOCs & 
counts15% of final course grade 

2013: Reduced EOCs from 15 to 5

Passing Standards: Level II 
Phase-in 1, 2, 3, Final 
Recommended & Level III 
Advanced

2 Ratings:
• Met Standard
• Improvement Required

4 Indexes:
• Student Achievement
• Student Progress
• Closing Perf. Gaps
• Postsecondary Readiness

2013: 83rd Legislature
HB 5  Reduced EOCs

2015: 84th Legislature
• Texas Achievement District
• Texas Opportunity District
HB 2804  A-F Ratings,
5 Domains, ‘What If’ Ratings, 
& Commission on Next Gen 
Assessments & Accountability 
HB 1842  CITs, Turnaround 
Plans, BOM or Closure
SB 149  IGCs

2012 - Present

Source: TEA Technical Digest 2020-2021, Chapter 1
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Grades & 
Subjects

Accountability
Ratings

Interesting 
to Note

2016: STAAR Reading linked to 
Lexiles

2017: STAAR A and L replaced by 
STAAR online w accommodations

Passing Standards: Approaches, 
Meets, & Masters GL

2020: Testing cancelled (COVID)

Ratings:
A = Exemplary
B = Recognized
C = Acceptable
F = Unacceptable

3 Domains:
• Student Achievement
• Student Progress
• Closing the Gaps
Incl Local Accountability 
System

2020: Not Rated: Declared 
State of Disaster

2017: 85th Legislature
HB 22  A-F ratings,
3 Domains & LAS
SB 1882  charter 
partnerships
2019: Commissioner’s 
Proposed Rules D ratings 
= Unacceptable
2021: 87th Legislature
SB 1365  Ds/Fs
Federal Accountability
2017: Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA)

2012 - Present

Source: TEA Technical Digest 2020-2021, Chapter 1
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Source: TEA Texas Accountability Rating Systems, various years
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FAQ #1:
How much does Texas spend on STAAR testing?



FAQ #2:
Which tests does ESSA / USDE require?
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Source: Fair Test. “Graduation Test Update: States That Recently Eliminated or Scaled Back High School Exit Exams.” 



FAQ #3:
Does ESSA / USDE require states to use 
letter grades as accountability ratings labels?

Source: Education Commission of the States 

No. ESSA does not require states to use letter grades. It 
requires some type of accountability rating label that 
differentiates performance.  
• Texas is one of 13 states that uses an A-F rating system
• 11 states use a descriptive rating system (Needs 

Improvement, Average, Good, Great, Excellent)
• 12 states use an index rating system (1-100 or 1-10)
• 4 states and D.C. use 1-5 stars
• Other states use a tier-of-support system that aligns to 

ESSA’s labels (Comprehensive Support and Improvement, 
Targeted Support and Improvement, None)
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Source: Education Commission of the States 



FAQ #4:
How are Texas’ A-F accountability letter 
grades calculated?

“School grading is not clear, simple or 
transparent… it creates confusion among 
educators, and fails to offer the public useful 
or accurate information about their schools. 
Educators can’t explain why a school earned 
a C or D without referring to a 60-page 
technical manual.”

John Tanner, The Pitfalls of School Grading, 
2016 TASA/TASB presentation
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The accountability 
system reset 
framework will be 
released in May 
2022 for 
implementation in 
the 2022–23 school 
year.

Targets will likely be 
released fall 2022 
after processing 
2022 STAAR data.

22

Source: TEA ATAC/APAC, April 2021
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2023 & Beyond: What Will the Reset 
Accountability System Look Like?

What We Know Now…

23



24



Source: TEA 2019 Accountability Overview
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[Approaches, Meets, & Masters GL]

Source: TEA 2019 Accountability Overview
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Source: TEA ATAC/APAC, October 2021
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Better of 
A or B

Source: TEA 2019 Accountability Overview
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Source: TEA ATAC/APAC, October 2021
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Source: TEA 2019 Accountability Manual
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Source: TEA ATAC/APAC, October 2021
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FAQ #5: What are other states doing?
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2023 & Beyond: What Will the Reset 
Accountability System Look Like?

Unintended Consequences as
Opportunities for Improvement

Fair – Just – Equitable 
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Will the A-F 
accountability 
system reset 

recognize that not 
all students start 
from the same 

place 
academically?
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“Connecticut’s Next 
Generation Accountability 
System is a broad set of 12 
indicators that help tell the 
story of how well a school 
is preparing its students for 
success in college, careers, 
and life. The system moves 
beyond test scores and 
graduation rates and 
instead provides a more 
holistic, multifactor 
perspective of district and 
school performance.”

Source: EdSight at http://edsight.ct.gov.

http://edsight.ct.gov/
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“The new push for equity 
measures has important 
policy and practice 
implications. It challenges 
traditional definitions
of a good school. And it 
could result in a reframing 
of the national debate on 
accountability in 
education.”



Will the A-F 
accountability 
system reset 

expand 
traditional 

definitions of a 
“good school”?

HB 3290 by Rep. M. Gonzales (87-R) | Adds School Portfolio Domain

School Portfolio Domain includes students who:
• successfully complete courses in fine arts, P.E. a LOTE or enrichment 

curriculum courses;
• participate in extracurricular activities, including UIL academic, fine 

arts, foreign language, chess, robotics, and athletic events;
• successfully complete the distinguished level of achievement;
• successfully complete at least one endorsement;
• successfully complete a sequence of fine arts courses;
• successfully complete a character education program (SEC. 29.906)
• Educationally disadvantaged students who successfully complete a 

postsecondary readiness course;
• Results from school and student safety survey of district and 

campuses; 
• Efforts relating to increasing teacher retention incl mentoring 

programs and professional development;
• Health and wellness indicators
• PreK participation rates
• Grades 5-8 students earn credit for advanced courses;
• First time 9th graders earn credit for promotion
• Are absent fewer than 15 days during the school year.



https://stories.usatodaynetwork.com/low-income-students-and-school-ratings/home/


Will the A-F 
accountability 
system reset 

identify effective 
schools regardless 
of family income?



An internal literature review of 2019 state 
accountability ratings systems found:

• 32 states accountability ratings correlate to 
family income 

• 11 states are unknown due to a lack of 
publicly published research

• 3 states delayed or replaced A-F in 2019 so 
there is no analysis 

• 3 states do not have summative ratings 
• 1 state claims that their new ESSA ratings are 

“somewhat less correlated” than those in 
previous years.

Research Question: 
Which states’ 
accountability 
ratings system 
identifies effective 
schools regardless 
of family income? 



https://edsource.org/2019/poverty-levels-in-schools-key-determinant-of-achievement-gaps-not-racial-or-ethnic-
composition-study-finds/617821
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How will the A-F 
accountability 
system reset 

adjust the Closing 
the Gaps (ESSA) 

targets?

Source: TEA ATAC/APAC, October 2021



“For example, a low rate of proficiency in grade 3 reading suggests that
students need additional support to read proficiently. It does not
necessarily mean the school is underperforming in serving its students,
because they might be learning rapidly from a very low starting point.
Conversely, a high rate of proficiency does not necessarily mean a school is
enhancing students’ learning, if they started out as high performing.

Assessing whether a school is underperforming requires isolating its
contribution from factors outside its control, thereby assessing whether
students would do better if they were at a different school.“

48
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